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made by Mr. Rons, the standing Counsel of the Company
in England.

1Mr. Rous said, "Admit the trial by jury in civil cases
" and the oppressors themselves will decide the degree of
" compensation for their own wrongs." As to the pro-
posal to give an appeal from the Supreme Court to the
Governor-General in Council, Mr. Rous says it would be
better to abolish the Court altogether. I do not think it
can be doubted that the petition shows that the Court
was objected to by the Calcutta Europeans because it
put a strong restraint upon oppressive practices to which
they were much addicted, of which the action against
Creassy is an illustration.

An important remark arises upon it, however, which
shows the extreme danger of the course taken by the
Council in regard to the Rajah of Cossijurah to be noticed
immediately. This is that the movement was to a great
extent a military one. One admitted practical difficulty
of having a trial by jury was the want of jurymen ; this
the petitioners proposed to overcome by establishing a
panel of volunteer jurors. Out of 313 persons who
offered to serve on the panel, 104 were military officers.
A very large proportion of those who signed the petition
appear to have been officers. The officer who commanded
the artillery, Colonel Pearce, " carried the petition to the
" Camp. After a field day he convened his officers, had
" the petition read to them and showed to them with his
" signature to it. More officers who were not present,
" were afterwards sent for and the petition showed to them
" in like manner. The Colonel with great warmth in-
" formed us in open Court that the officers of his corps
" had signed to a man.1'

1 See his opinion, Gen. A pp. No. 39,